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Welcome to the Xcatalog QuickStart Guide

Xcatalog is a powerful bi-directional linking tool for creating transparent links
between your QuarkXPress documents and external data. With these links in
place, you never have to enter or update your data in two places (documents
and database), but can simply update one or the other from the most current
version.

Xcatalog is a great solution for building modular layouts (where the design or
the product information doesn’t work well as a continuous text stream), and for
updating information once your document has been laid out (either in modules
or in a text flow). It also works well combined with our other page building
products, Xdata and Xtags.

This tutorial is intended as a basic overview of Xcatalog and its functions—all of
the topics covered here are thoroughly detailed in the Xcatalog user guide. The
goal of this tutorial is to launch you in your use of Xcatalog to the point where
you can make progress on your own.




About this Tutorial

There are four major sections in this tutorial:

1. Xcatalog Core Concepts. This is foundational information—please read this
before proceeding to the tutorials.

2. Tutorial 1—Working with a Linked Document. This tutorial is a walk-
through of how Xcatalog works. A document has already been set up with
links, and you get to build it.

3. Tutorial 2—Creating Xcatalog Links in a Document. This tutorial gets
you behind the scenes, showing you how to use Xcatalog to recreate the first
tutorial.

4. Tutorial 3—Linking Directly to a FileMaker Pro Database. The first two
examples used a text file as a data source. This tutorial shows you how to
connect directly to a database.

Xcatalog Core Concepts

An introduction to the Xcatalog Data Descriptor File

Most traditional data sources can be thought of as tables consisting of columns
and rows (in other words, a spreadsheet). Each row is a single data record con-
taining all of the pieces of information for a particular item, such as product
number, product name, price, description, etc. All of the product numbers
would fall into a column, all of the product names would fall into another col-
umn, the prices into another, and so on. Columns are referred to as fields. Here
is a table (opened in Excel) containing some of the data used in this tutorial:

6eoe ™ toodAd.xls
< & R e et —— E F € H T K
1 |PagePositian Prad e Do HName Deser] Deser? Daserd Size Price Linit Sovings Miet_1
2 100 Thik euts 7 Club enrd paints per pound | USDA Primel 700 . 200 :Fesd
1z 101 o sse Martling 10 Club card paints pee pound Ful it an the Gosl 499 b 300 Food
4 |2 102 Fillet Mignen 2 inch cuts 10 C 999 Ib. 300 Food

[ 5 103 Fine Ground Beel Patties USDA Prime 4 Club card points per pound 199 b, .50 Food
6|5 104 Italian Sausage! Spicy or Misd 6 Club card points per pound  Mama Mial 399 Ib. .75 ‘Feod
76 105 Sght Fryers 4-5 Ib sverage 4 Club card points per pound  Great for BBQ 199 b, .50 ‘Feod
[HE 106 Catfish fillets LIMIT 31 1ib. pkg.  2.00 ea. .25
9 |8 107 Snow Crab Legs Super Price| 21b. pky. 8.50 pkg. .20
10 |9 108 Steamer Clams Aprox. 25 1ib.bag  (3.99 b, 1.00
11 10 109 Fresh Shrmp Jumbe size! 20-24 ount 6.99 Ib.  2.00
1211 110 Salmon Farm raied 1 lb. phy.  4.9% |b.  1.00
13 [12 111 Cod Fresh from the Cape! Boz pkg. 1.99 lb. .78
14 |1 112 Brocoli Fresh Picked! Qrganicaliy Grown 2 for the price of 1 1 Ib 1.50 ea. 1.80 :Food
15 |2 113 Organic Camuts Rich in Vitamin A Good for your eyes Zforthe price of 1 8 oz, pkg  1.2% ea 129 :Food
16 |3 114 Hal Peppers Hor, Mot, Mot Organicaly Grown 2forwme price of 1 G oz.pkg .72 ea .79 tFood
17 |4 115 Bell Peppers Green, Yellow, Rea, Orange Organically Grana From Fonda 1 ib. 349 16 150 :Food
185 116 Partabelia Mushraams Large Great an the gall Sliees ar whale tib 129 B .30 tFend
19 |6 17 Qrganie Temarees Medium rganieatty Graws Sweet and luley tib 249 B 50 tFend
207 118 viaalia ORlsn lumba Sueet tib 7 28
21 s 119 Sesdless Cueumbers vitamin & AC en £9 en .40
220 120 Red Radishes vitamin C 1ib plg 99 ea 20
21|10 171 Tender Spinach witamin A War pkg 169 ea 99
24|11 122 Salad Blends Fresh Express Barpkg. 169 ea 150 3
25|12 123 Southem com White 8 Super Sweet dozen 1.98 2 1.00 4
2t | v
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In order for Xcatalog to interact with your data, it first needs to understand the
schema (the data structure) it will interact with. The schema is a map describ-
ing the different parts of your data. We call this map a data descriptor file. Data
descriptors provide a great deal of flexibility with regards to the types of files
Xcatalog can work with. It doesn’t require that there be a descriptive “header
row” in the data source file. It also lets Xcatalog read data directly from data-
bases like FileMaker on the Mac and any other ODBC compatible database on
any platform.



The data descriptor is an ASCII file. It contains a tab-separated list of the field
names (for spreadsheet folks, think column names) in the data source. The data
descriptor for one of the following tutorials looks like this:

®eo0e 7 foodAd1_dd.txt
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Notice that the data descriptor starts with a tab, and each field name is separated
by a tab. Field names in your data descriptor don't have to match the actual
names of your fields, and the only characters not allowed in a field name are
brackets [].

See the [K] after PagePosition? That’s a marker used to define the key field. An
important concept to Xcatalog is the key value or key. In the analogy of a map,
you can think of the key field as the map’s key that provides information you
need to interpret the map.

The key field tells Xcatalog, “In this data structure, 'm one-of-a-kind; once you
find me, you can use me as a reference to anything else within this record” In
other words, the key field contains information that is unique—no other record
has the same content in this field—and is used by Xcatalog as a hook into the
rest of the data inside that record. In many cases the key field is a SKU number.
Let’s look at the data sample again—which fields would make a good key field?

(-] <] e ™ toodAd.xls
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1 |Page pnun Prad_Wer Do HName Deser] Deser? Size Price Linit Snvings Miet_1 |

2 100 s E Thik euts 7 Club enrd paints por pound ||fnnr~|me 700 . 200 :Fesd |

1z 101 Fartehoisse Martling 10 Club card paints pee pound Ful it an the Gosl 499 b 300 Food

4 |2 102 Fillet Mignen 2 inch cuts 10 Chub card paints per pound |Melts in your mouth 999 Ib. 300 Food
[ 5 103 Fine Ground Beel Patties USDA Prime 4 Club card points per pound  B5% Lean 199 Ib. .50 Food

6|5 104 Italian Sausage! Spicy or Misd 6 Club card points per pound  Mama Mial 399 Ib. .75 ‘Feod

76 105 Sght Fryers 4-5 Ib sverage 4 Club card points per pound  Great for BBQ 199 b, .50 ‘Feod

[HE 106 Catfish fillets LIMIT 31 1ib. pkg.  2.00 ea. .25

9 |8 107 Snow Crab Legs Super Price| 21b. pky. 8.50 pkg. .20

10 |9 108 Steamer Clams Aprox, 25 1ib.bag  (3.99 b, 1.00

1110 109 Fresh Shnimp Jumbe size! 20-24 count 6.99 Ib.  2.00

1211 110 Salmon Farm raied 1 lb. phy.  4.9% |b.  1.00

13 [12 111 Cod Fresh from the Cape! Boz pkg. 1.99 lb. .78

14 |1 112 Brocoli Fresh Picked! Qrganicaliy Grown 2 for the price of 1 1 Ib 1.50 ea. 1.80  :Food §

15 |2 113 Organic Camuts Rich in Vitamin A Good for your eyes Zforthe price of 1 8 oz, pkg  1.2% ea 129 :Food

16 |3 114 Hol Peppers Hor, Mot, Mot Organicaly Grown 2forthe price of 1 6oz pkg .79 ea .79 :Fond §

17 |4 115 Bell Peppers Green, Yellow, Rea, Orange Organicaly Grana From Fonda 1 ib. 349 16 1.50  :Food §

185 116 Partnhelia Mushmams Large Great on the geil Slicen ar wWhale tin 120 I8 30 Fond §

19 |6 17 Organic Tematses Medinm rganieatty Graws Sweet and luley tin 249 I8 50 Fond 8

207 118 viaalia ORlsn lumba Sueet tib 7 28

21 s 119 Sesdless Cueumbers vitamin & AL en £9 en .40

220 120 Red Radishes vitamin C 1ib plg 99 ea 20

21|10 171 Tender Spinach witamin A War pkg 169 ea 99

24|11 122 Salad Blends Fresh Express Barpkg. 169 ea 150

25|12 123 Southem com White 8 Super Sweet dozen 198 ea  1.00 4
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In this data sample, PagePosition, Prod_Nbr, and Product_Name could all qualify
as key values (all these fields contain unique information); we will be using
PagePosition as our key for this tutorial.

Note: It is good practice to put your data descriptor file in the same location as
your data extract and your Quark document.

For more information on data and data descriptor files, please see the Xcatalog
user guide, Chapter 6: Data Descriptor Sets.

Xcatalog Link Markers

Xcatalog places links on data in your document. You can quickly tell what page
content has Xcatalog links — linked text is surrounded by non-printing link
markers [brackets]. (For graphic boxes, there is currently no visual clue that a
link is on place. You need to use the Xcatalog linker palette to determine if a link
is there or not.) Below is an example of link marker turned on and turned off.

roduct Product "

Namel Name N
» Descrt] » Descri1 /?
*» Descrt] » Descr1 //

* Descrt] » Descri / ,,,,,
Save $D0.0Q Save $00.00

3 _
$0.00d $0.00ea

link markers showing link markers hidden



You can toggle change the visibility by going to the Xcatalog menu and selecting
Hide Link Markers or Show Link Markers.

Xdata & Help  *
- ¢ Data . I e
Show Link Markers

Clear All Links 3

Note: The color of the link markers can be changed in Xcatalog/Edit Preferences.

Xcatalog Preferences

Before you begin to work with the tutorials, this section will help you set up
Xcatalog preferences and cover some basic concepts.

After you install Xcatalog (by dragging the XTension into the XTension folder,
located inside your QuarkXPress folder), you should change the preferences so
you can run this tutorial. Here’s how to do it.

@ Select Xcatalog/ Edit Preferences/Data Snapshot.

Xcatalog
Show Data Linker
Hide Link Markers
Turn Change Marks (3
Clear All Links L

Select Data Descriptor...
Select Data Descriptor Map [

lgnore Pictures
lgnore Hidden Layers

Select Data Source 3
Update Document. ..

Select Data Destination (3
Create Data...
Update Data...

Create Data File...
Open Data File...

User Interface...

0 apshot...

Update Document from Data...

Create {Update Data from Document....

@® Seclect Tab-delimited format, and be sure the checkbox for Unquoted fields
box is NOT checked. Then click on OK.

Xeataloy Preferences

F User Interface I—m&mﬁu—l Update Document l Create /Update Data !

Snapshot forma " Tab-delimited loH i

(: Unquoted ﬁe|d9
Character set: Macintosh &j

b Y
(Cancet ) € 0K )

©® Be sure that Xcatalog/Data Source and Xcatalog/Data Destination are both set
to Snapshot File.

Xcatalog Xcatalog

Show Data Linker
Hide Link Markers

Turn Change Marks >
Clear All Links >

Show Data Linker
Hide Link Markers
Turn Change Marks 3
Clear All Links >

Select Data Descriptor...
Select Data Descriptor Map P

Select Data Descriptor...
Select Data Descriptor Map ~ »

Ignore Pictures
Ignore Hidden Layers

Ignore Pictures
Ignore Hidden Layers

Select Dara Source » v Snapshot File Select Data Source »
phprelotesie Update Document...

— FileMaker Pro® Onlin
Select Data Destination FileMaker Pro® Runiti Select Data Destination » + Snapshot File
e
Update Data... FileMaker Pro® Online

>
R -
e R T FileMaker Pro® Runtir

Your preferences are now set, and you are ready to start the tutorial




Tutorial 1: Working with a Linked Document

To gain familiarity with the most basic capabilities of Xcatalog, we will begin
by first updating a document that has links already in place. Then we'll update
the data on the page and send the updates back to the data source. Finally, we'll
creating a brand new data file from the links on the page.

This tutorial outlines the most basic aspects of updating documents and data;
for detailed information on working with links, please see the user guide,
Chapter 7: Linking.

Updating a Linked Document

@ Open the file CatTutorial_1.gxd. This is a completed grocery ad template
containing Xcatalog links. We will be re-creating this template throughout
this tutorial.

Note: the visibility of the link markers is turned off. To see the link markers, select
Xcatalog/Show Link Markers.

‘8606 | XInCatTutorial1.0.qxd : Layout 1
2 .|.‘|.|.I.|.2|.|.I.|.3|.|.I.|.4|.|.I.|.5|.|.I.:.GE.|.I.|.?|.|.I.|.3 ply bl ™
3 ur
E F'm:es [ Ve
E Shop Tl you Drop!7a i -
E rodiict Prodiict
= fName Name
FE Deserl Deserl
3 Descr2 Descr2
£ Deserd o T Descrd
3-‘ Save $00.00 Save $00.00
1 $0.00 ea $0.00 ea
o Prodiot Prodiit
3 Name ;Name \/
. Descrl  Desorl
= Descr2 + Desorz
= Desor3 L Desord
E Save $00.00 Save $00.00
i $0.00 ea $0.00 ea
3 Froduc Foduct
3 Name Name
?__ Drescrl Desct]
3 Descr2 Desorz
= Diascr? Dascr?
&3 Save $00.00 =Save $00.00
i $0. 00 ea $0 00 ea
23 e 1
3 Save $0000 -&SWI Seve $0.00
= Product Name suzs $000= | Product Name sz 000 s
13 desert Save 000 desorl Save 4000 =
= Product Name sz $0.00 2o Product Name =iz 000 e
3 desirl Save$000 | & deserl Save §0.00 v

@ Select the data descriptor by choo

navigate to and select the file food
file.

sing Xcatalog/Select Data Descriptor and
Ad1_dd.txt. Click on Open to select the

Select Data Descriptor

Hide Data Linker
Show Link Markers

Show: All Readable Documents I'H

From: k  XinCatalogTutoriall

Turn Change Marks > [ Food Pix

Clear All Links > m N
meatAd.txt
Select Data Descriptor... E padoa \

Select Data Descriptor Map P [ TEXT |

£\

Kind: Document
Size: B KB
Created: 6/3/04
Modified: 6/4/04

(T3

Innnre Pirtures

Co to

{ Add to Favorites )

{ Cancel ) @
7

® From the Xcatalog menu, select Update Document.

Xcatalog
Hide Data Linker
Show Link Markers
Turn Change Marks [ 3
Clear All Links >

Select Data Descriptor...
Select Dara Descriptor Map — #

lgnore Pictures
Ignore Hidden Layers

Update Document...

Selart Nata Nectinatinn »




O Xcatalog wants to know what data file to use in order to update the docu-

® Now, to show you how easy it is to update this document with different
ment. (The data structure of this file is described in the data descriptor file

information, select Xcatalog/Update Document once more. Navigate to and

you just opened.) Navigate to and select the file meatAd.txt and click the
Open button . . .

Ger Dara Snapshort

select the file veggieAd.txt, then click on Open.

Ger Dara Snapshar

Hide Data Linker
Show Link Markers

Show: All Readable Documents

"ﬂ

Show: _All Readable Doc ) z‘,"er:rii;r S::smrks : From: | | XInCatalogTutoriall 9
From: | |/ XInCatalogTutoriall E3] Select Data Descriptor... |4 Food Pix >
= Select Data Descriptor Map & | foodAd.xls
I..-IJ Food Pix » ) foodad1_dd.txt
foodAd.xls Ignare Pictures £ meatAd.txt
lgnore Hidden Layers meatid txt s

( |5 meatAd.txt

[ Partial data snapshat (missing keys OK)
] Updateable from document

' Don't re-create data snapshot at close

»
_| meatAd txt. veggieAd Txt.x :
B uggIeM txt ™ E B
= L XinCatTutorial1.0.qxd v
veggied tat.x 1 Select Data Destination » (4
XinCatTuterial1.0.qxd [y Create Data...
{ Update Data...

Create Data File...
Open Data File...
Close Data File

Open ODBC Connection...

1) veggleAd.txt

I Partial data snapshot (missing keys 0K)
] Updateable from document

' Don't re-create data snapshot at close

Close ODRC Connection Co to:
About... "
{ Add o Favorites ) { cancel ) @ =
r3
@ And presto, here’s a new ad using the same layout as before.
@ ... And presto, the linked elements in the document are updated to reflect
the contents of the data file. 906  waodlpswenl . 808 debdeitedimel
o -
T TRTEs SOl E T TPTICES 0N BCive
‘806 % MInCatTutaorial 1.0.gxd © Layout 1 1 ‘2086 XinCatTutorial 1.0.qxd : Layout 1 L Shop t'" you DrOp *‘W"h'u'*“‘ IE ShOp t|" you Drop MW_‘__vv__\g_fﬂ_‘v_r_ﬂ_
= K| IS IR FRTE: AU, WU PRV, M. W = 51 IO WERRREY.. FERTINY.. IO PRI WY, FYPUIR, WY, W 3 :2:(” F::MM 3 | W"" |
i - 23 Thick outs | 8kt cand puimas | It .h--\vn-.u\
3 Shop tlll you Drop TR i i 4 4 Shop il you Drop o v  [renapm- % e b i " oot I
E Hdeis ™ séimgg Ib. 5 '$'| 50 ea. Kave 5125 .
3 Ihnn Hnu- 3 Eteak
ik - = =] $7.99 b. | 10 $1.29 e
E N i | g |t [Sieieom | N Ik ~ Fillst Mignon wm I Hat Pappars “Boll Pappors
= Bave $00.00 Su-mno % s“‘su; E :?I\ﬂﬂl g g | 3 ::;:-mm rm«,uu.m,
1 $0.00 ea $0.00 ea $7.99 i, $4.99 b. L [ ‘ iyt , L oot e
+3 Product |Product x Fillet Mignon | Fine Ground | %0 o hnson - 3 $ 79 ea i ms‘u&gm o
= | | 3 trchans Bool Patties | 3 ) E . b
3 NL::,‘. r:: = 10 Chb s pans o e |Q Fx $9 99 ,‘b $1 -99 .l'b 5: $
E _M :: . k mwu;;;“m“ un- b cor pe = 3 :::'.‘n ; s'pletFrym e E m. —T Wﬁﬁ
E s.msmnn |Save $00.00 . ] g -‘::;::" & L L | - M
]| $0.00ea | $0.00 ea 1| $9%9n  Eiogp g [ e d\‘ i MJ { [Zeea TJ s D ‘
q  Pproduct | mmu T 1  janan Bl Fryere Ft B Lo povesse 1 ] pwesw Ssave 5.50
3 Mame | Ha 3 Bau ! Las e vangs ¥
1= | el i (e é\ ol { 16399 . $1.99 6. $1.29 $2.49 ib
q ] oae | [""‘" | q e  Great or B8O 2 T g Tl | o S * Trdon 777 | endw Spinach Do mg Tidhen
| - (s [N : St G de b : r
of B e o] pein $199 b | ] Brosvmmn tos| poas e £ [ e A
14 S Frm | T 10 » Farw e owd Bem 100 1 Yl ARG - Pt Lo a1
| $0.00 ea ﬁD.OO ea 0 $3.99 . | i q [ungoweinne  mmi| fwemse | gims] B '] P ios e s R
E I - sm:;;| o Pyt ] E LMIT Ll s‘f-.:';s el 9.:'“;:\ T . .
] B e (B8 d Pemiees Sp Reoee g0
q [omenme  jwmn) pumemew  awel | Pmmoeaw g Rlmtes o) L before. . . . and after

before . . . . and after




How does it do this? Remember, the key field being used here is PagePosition,
not Prod_Number or Product_Name. Each record has a unique PagePosition,
and that’s what Xcatalog is using to bring in the new found set.

Sending Updates from the Page Back to the Data Source

Changes made to content on the page can be sent back to the original data
source, or, an entirely new data file can be created from a document containing
Xcatalog links. In the following two exercise, we’ll do both.

Updating the Original Data Source

@ Lets have a fire sale and lower all the prices by 10 cents. You'll need to
manually change all the prices circled below. Make sure links are visible (if
they’re not, go to Xcatalog/Show Link Markers, and adjust the prices

‘00 - MInCatTutorial1.0.qxd : Layout 1
| T NI FURTTY.. IO FTTIT.. PO VL. PO PTRT. e

4 [Shop Till you Drop!Fa i

4 (81.40)ea.
4 of'Pi'p'ﬁl'.'i:

gy G
3 e Ba prca o 1

N\
-
(=1 }:
©
i)

[

sading

Lage
| toreat oo e grin

e o Wihale

Nidalla Onlon 76— 10656 [Yander Spinach ez
A

it St Gaad S| | Ve
[osdioss Cucumbers o EET

PP PPN 0

LT
Sum 1150
LT
S 4100

Wik 80 Sum 340
Flod Radishes 10 pig 18| |
e

Gaon || b St

1
29

3
H
T e 1 ] e e] ru . <ot F— Taw

| tayour 1|

Note: Currently editing the first and last character inside the brackets is a bit
tricky; you need to position your cursor to the right of the first character, or to the
left of the last character. If you don’t, you’ll be editing outside the link. We can hear
your minds already forming the question, “Why?” Without getting into the techni-
cal details, this was the only way to do it in previous versions of XPress. We hope
to change this behavior in the near future, but for now, just remember to edit your
text in the way weve already described.

14

and select the file veggieAd.txt, and click on Open.

Show Data Linker

Show Link Markers

Turn Change Marks »
Clear All Links »

Select Data Descriptor...
Select Data Descriptor Map — »

lgnore Pictures
lgnore Hidden Layers

Select Data Source >
Update Document...

Select Data Destination »

gate [ 0!
i —

Create Data File...
QOpen Data File...
Close Data File

Open ODBC Connection...
Close ODBC Connection

Edit Preferences >
About...

L O
1lb 1.5ea. 1.5]:
B oz. pkg 1.29ea | 1.29):
6 oz, pka D.79ea | 0.79|:
1lb. 3.49 b 1.5]:
11k 1.29 b 0.3):
11k 2.45 b 0.5
11b 0.79 b 0.25
ea 0.69 jea 0.4
1 1b pka 0.99 jea 0.2
10 oz. pkg J1.69ea  0.99
B oz pkg. 1.69 jea 1.5
dozen 1.98 jea 1
data file before update

Get Data Snapshot

Show: ’.ill Readable Documents m

From: | |4 XInCatalog Tutoriall *-H

) foodadl_dd.tst
o meatAd.tat

Kind: Document
Size: 4 KB
Created: 6/3/04
Modified: 6/3/04

-

(———1

! Partial dara snapshot (missing keys OK)

Elfpd.ﬂmhh: Trom document

L Don’t re=create data snapshot at close

Go to:

£ add to Favarites X
[ Add to Favorites

© Now open the data file; you'll see that the data has been updated.

H =
11lb 1.4Qea 1.511
B ozr. pkg 1.19ea | 1.29]
& oz. pkg 0D.69Jea  0.791]
1 |b. 3.39]b 1.5|1
11k 1.19)lb 0.3)1
11k 2.39]lb 0.511
11k 0.69)b | 0.25
ea 0.55ea 0.4
11b pkg b. ea 0.2
10 oz. pkg J 1. ea | 0.99
B oz pkg 1.59fea 1.5
dozen 1.88)ea 1

data file after update

@ After you've changed the prices, select Xcatalog/Update Data. Navigate to



Creating a New Data File from a Linked Document

@ With the Ad document still open, select Xcatalog/Create Data. Name the new
file (the default name is data.tsv) and click on Save.

Hide Data Linker

Show Link Markers

Turn Change Marks >
Clear All Links

Create data snapshot:

{ v
Save A(— ‘NewVeggieData.tsv ’ |

Where: | [ *Xcatalog Manual FH B

v

Select Data Descriptor...
Select Data Descriptor Map — #

lgnore Pictures

Ignore Hidden Layers E Don't re-create data snapshot at close

Select Data Source >
Update Document...

Create Data File...

PSS S s

{ Cancel ) e‘*ﬁlﬂ"g

@ The new data file is created. You can open it up in your favorite spreadsheet
application; it should look similar to the photo below.

8ece  NewVegyieDala.lsv
< A B |C D E E G H I J K
1 1 Broeeall Frech Picked! Organically Grown 2 for the price of 1 1.5 ea. 1.5
2 10 Tender Spinach vitamin A 10 0. pkg 1.69 ea  0.99
ET 11 Salad Blends Fresh Express 8 o2 pkg.  1.60 ea 1.5
4 12 Seuthermn com White & Super Sweet dozen 1.98 ea 1
| 2 Organic Carrots Rich in Vitamin A Good for your eyes 2 for the price of 1 1.29 ea | 1.39
6 3 Hot Peppers Hot, Hot, Hot! organically Grown 2 for the price of 1 0.79 ea | 0.79
7 a4 Bell Pappers Grean, Yellow, Red, Orange Organically Grown  From Forida 3.49 |b 1.8
8 5 Fortabella Mushrooms Large Great on the grill  Sliced or Whole 1.29 Ib 0.3
a & Organic Tomatoes Medium Organically Grown  Sweet and Juicy 2.49 |b 0.8
10 7 Vidalia Onien Jumbo Sweet 11k 0.79 Ib | 0.25
11 ] Seedless Cucumbers  Vitamin A 8C ea 0.69 ea 0.4
12 9 Red Radishes Vitamin C 1 Ib pky 0.99 ea 0.2 ‘:
12

ey | oscrL | ocars | @num I

Where are all these .x files coming from . .. ? During the data extraction or
updating process to a snapshot file, Xcatalog actually creates an associated index
(“x7) file. These files may be deleted at any time, as Xcatalog will re-create them as
necessary (though this will make the extraction or update take a bit longer).

- meatAd.txt

meatAd.txt.x

3

vegaieAd.txt

 veggieAd.txt.x

Tutorial 2: Creating Xcatalog Links in
a Document

You can place Xcatalog links on data inside existing QuarkXPress documents
or insert them while building new documents. These links can be made directly
to selected text, or to entire text or picture boxes. HOT TIP: You can also insert
“placeholder” links into library items, through which data can be injected semi-
automatically when the library element is placed in a document.

This tutorial will outline the basics for creating Xcatalog links. For a complete
discussion of Xcatalog linking, please see Chapter 7: Linking in the user guide.

Preparing to Link

@ Open the XPress document CatTutorial_2.qxd. This document contains a
single un-linked presentation for our grocery ad.

>nop till you Di

Product

Namef P
-Descr1 v
+Descr2q] P

+ Descr3y| Leecpen o O
Save $00.009

$0.00 ea




@ The primary interface for linking is the Data Linker Palette, pictured below.
If it’s not open already, you can make it visible by selecting Xcatalog/Show
Data Linker. For a complete description of the Data Linker palette and its

© After you've opened the Data Linker palette, select the data descriptor by
clicking on Xcatalog/Select Data Descriptor.. Now navigate to and select
foodAd1_dd.txt and click on Open. Now you're ready to begin linking.

Xcatalog

Select Data Descriptor...
elect Data Descriptor Map L

functions, please see the Xcatalog user guide, Chapter 7: Linking.

&
Show Dara Linker
Hide Link Markers
Turn Change Marks
Clear All Links

Xeatalog ERGEIEY

Select Data Descriptor...
Select Data Descriptor Map

lgnore Pictures
Ignore Hidden Layers

Select Data Source
Update Document...

Select Data Destination

Create Data...
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Crearte Dara File...
Open Data File...

Edit Preferences
About...

= [&] Xcatalog Data Linker
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Hide Data Linker
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Turn Change Marks »
Clear All Links »
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Using Direct Keys

The most basic type of Xcatalog link is of the type key from link. For this type of
link, you must supply a key value for each and every link that is created.

@ With the Content tool, Select the text Product Name. Then select Product_
Name from the drop-down Field menu in the linker palette.

Product

» Descr1q|
* Descr] ¥
* Descr1| £

Save $00.001]

$0.00ea

(=]

X¥catalog Data Linker

DD “foodAdl_dd.txt” set
Key

=<keyr (o Escape}

%)
Name \\ g
i
i

Field

Froduct Name

P k"

Price w/ style  None

Xpress Tagged: ¥ quote conversig  SiZe

Update: * Document Savings

=im

_/ Dara __| Crearte records Pict_

(No data snapshot open.}

M [ ow [Elm| TT [ @0

Tip: Activating View/Show Invisibles, along with showing Xcatalog link markers,
helps you avoid getting unwanted paragraph returns inside of the links, and in
general helps you see exactly what's going on at linked text boundaries. Zooming
in can also help you find the exact boundaries of a text selection link.

@ Type the key value “1” (one) in the Key window of the Data Linker and then
hit return or enter; be sure the link type is the default Key from link.

#Descr1q]

*Descr1f
»Descr1q]

(6] Xcatalog Dara Linker
odAdl_dd.txt” set

D XPress Tagged: \'_/ quote conversion

Save $00.007

$0.00ea

Update: : Document
_/ bata _‘Ll'&ate records

{No data snapshot open.)
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© Create the other desired text links with fields, link type, and key values as

follows:

DU “toodAdl_dd.tet set
Key

1
Firld
Descrl

Key from link 3]

Key =
1
Fleld

Descr2 \
Key from link &

Key

Deterd

" Key from link |-%

S

Key

1 /
Field

Savings

Koy from link [

1
Field

Price

Key from link 'B

.F?cld - 4 ( DeSC r -u

ave $D0.0Q

.00
—

!

Key
1

Field
unit

Key from link

H

O Click onto the picture box to select it, use these settings for the picture box
link. When you're done, save your document.

20

[ Key from link H—]

&) ¥catalog Data Linker
D0 “foodAd]l_dd.txt” set
(Key )
1
Field
Pict_ %

[ Fit to box maintaining aspect ratio

=)

\

Understanding Indirect Keys

Our template has been set up using direct keys. In order to update the template
with a different set of data, it will be necessary to place the cursor into each
Xcatalog link, and supply a new key value in the Key window in the Data Linker.
Changing every link is often a painful process. Fortunately there’s another way to
do set up links that make it a much faster process —indirect keys.

Indirect keys let you use a single field to supply the key for all of the links in an entire
group. In this tutorial, we will look at key from text and key from group links.

Key from group

Key from group links obtain their key values from another link in the group—
from one link that is set to a direct key link. Here’s how to do it:

@ First, group the text and picture boxes — hold down the shift key and
click on each box with the Item tool, then press Command+G (Mac) or
Control+G (Windows), or select Item/Group from the Quark menu.

Place your cursor any link in the ad. This is what your grouping should look

like at this point:

Fropuct- TN
Namel]

$0.00 2

N o
-Descr{f] \/\/
~Descr] <€

*Descrdl] <, _——
Save $DO0.0CH|

o Xcatalog Data Linker
DD “foodAd1_dd.txt” set
ey
©)
Fiehdl
Froduct Name ] ﬁ
Key from link I.},

! Price w/ style  Mone

[ xPress Tagaed: ¥ quote conversio

Update: \* Uocument

(No data snapshot open.t
fim| O &

Notice that the key values for all links are “1” — in this type of layout, direct
keys are not as useful as indirect keys, because these links will all need to be
changed individually. That’s a lot of work, and it’s the reason we created the

key from group concept.



@ Place the cursor in each of the links (except the product name link—it’s
going to be our direct key, so we're not going to change that one) and change
the link type to key from group. Don't forget to select the picture box by
clicking on it with the Content tool, and change its link to key from group as
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well. This is what it should look like now:

rrod uct 7
Nanuﬂ] J

Desoll___

* Descrdf—
1~Descr€r—

Save $

0
-
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e Xcatalog Data Linker

DD “foodAd1_dd.txt” set
Key (indirect)

1
Field

Deserl

_Kt:|I from group i.‘.]
lone

Price w/ style

: XPress Tagged: f quote conversion

Update: \* Document

(Mo data snapshat open)
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Now we're ready to do some magic. With the cursor in the Product Name
link, enter “2” as new key value in the Key window of the Data Linker (don’t
forget to press return or enter. Once you've done this, go ahead and place
your cursor in the other links in the group — you’ll now see that their key

values is “2”, the same as the product name.

roduct 7
Namef] 4
*Descr ] <—

Save $p0.00 «~—

$.0-Ee

(] Xcatalog Data Linker
DD “fuvdAd1_ddaxt® set
Key (indirect)

Fiald

Key from group 1§
: Price wj style  None e
[ XPress Tagged: 1" quote conversion
Update: =} Document
Data [ Create records
(Mo data snapshat open)
M o= Bzl T [am

In short, setting up this type of key arrangement lets all other links pick up
their key from whatever link is set to Key from Link. The key value for the In

this case, the Product Name link is the master key, and all other links act as
clone keys, changing to whatever the master key is.

Key from text

Key from group is a great way to handle modular grouped items, but you can
do the same thing working in a text flow by using the key from text. This key
works by looking to the left of the linked text (key from text <<) or to the right of
the linked text (key from text >>) and will use the first direct key it finds. Here’s

how to use it:

@ At the bottom of the CatTutorial_2.gxd layout there’s a two paragraph ad list-

ing.
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@® We're going to ad links to this ad, just like the following illustration shows.
Note that the Product_Name link contains the direct key which the other
links will point to.

Building a Document

Now that both presentations are complete, simply copy and paste to build the

- rmmemm iz — e mreanams

DD “foodAd1_dd.xt” set

DD “foodAd1_dd.txt” set

page.

DD “foodAd_dd.xt” set Key (indirect) Key (indirect) @ Select the grouped ad containing links with the Item tool, and copy it to the
= 1 1 clipboard. Then paste and arrange the presentations (you can lay these out
Field Eled Elejt anywhere and any way you want).

Product_Name Price Unit

( Key from link |~$-1)

( Key from text «

Kev fr[:m text «

|
Shop il you Droplii= Shop Till il you Drop'u
oducl Producl T
,/ o [namen S mma bk
\'S_ i 00,009 Ii‘;’" Save S00.000 - .h v 30000
roduct Name kizg $D.odl balt < |80.0064 & $D.B£-‘[ed\ $D. &u@a
= =1 Fr Y uct. i
fescr} Save $D.0GH = 8| = X]|E D <
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Descrl Size Savings |

@ Select the ad listing containing links with the Content tool and copy it to the

© Once you've established your links, you can change the key value in the
clipboard. Now paste a few copies into the text box.

Product_Name link, and then put your cursor in any of the other links. You'll
see that the link youre in has picked up the key value from the Product_

Name link. ?ﬂ?p il you Drop'u Y Shop il you Droplu !
a Namf : M a HNamef : - Mmﬂ .,
In this example, all our keys are pointing left (Key from text <<) to catch the @m i \ = LN ¥ o L/ VAN
direct link on the Product_Name field. You could just as easily put the other X (8D.00k4 :$Dnj6uOJ-Ead i $0.00 k4 %“30] Eaé
linked fields in front of the product name field. These links would use key from % Rt | / Fos % Romat | =
text >> and catch the direct link on the Product_Name field. % =2 //\t e | == /\ AN
= | $0.00ed | $D.004 = | $0.00ed | $0.006d
Key from group and key from text give you the same results, but which one you e | i B prow T g 7
should use depends upon the kind of layout you're working with. You can use Hiws N e >< Hlm N S
both of them together as well. $0.00! _\%?ﬂl e 50.00 bd | ﬁmgﬂl le.aJ :
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© Change the key value of the Product_Name link. Assign the values 1-12 as Tutorial 3: Lmkmg Dlrectly toa
follows: .
FileMaker Pro Database
ShOp Tl you Drop Blosg abigrsil Working with a delimited text file as your data source is a common way to work,
Pprodiict: piodiict g 2 but Xcatalog lets you connect directly to FileMaker (and to any database via
N M o . . . . .
e g ODBC). This section shows how to use Xcatalog to link directly to a FileMaker
T | database on the Mac platform. We assumed that you already have some experi-
3“"-“’"-“‘“@ = , ence with working with FileMaker and are familiar with such concepts as per-
.00} : forming finds, found sets, etc.
Froduct’ :
Mamel] ( 4
Pascrill
Descel] : . .
e E Working with Found Sets
Save-SD0.00F
$D0|éé @ Open the FileMaker Pro database XIncatTutorial.fp5. It looks like this:
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The Ad 1 records become the found set.

8oe KinCatTutorial ps
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© Open the tutorial document CatTutorial_3.gxd. Set the preferences for Data
Source and Data Destination to FileMaker Pro Online.

alog
Hide Data Linker
Hide Link Markers

Turn Change Marks (3
Clear All Links *

Hide Data Linker
Hide Link Markers

Turn Change Marks (3
Clear All Links *

Select Data Descriptor...
Select Data Descriptor Map  »

Select Data Descriptor...
Select Data Descriptor Map

Ignore Pictures
Ignore Hidden Layers

Ignore Pictures
Ignore Hidden Layers

¥ Snapshot File Select Data Source Select Data Source (3
IRL Update Document. .. Update Document...

Select Data Destination
Create Data... 0 ] Create Data...
Update Data... Update Data...

Create Data File...
Open Data File...
Clos

Create Data File...
Open Data File...
cl

ction
Connection

BC C

Edit Preferences >
About...

Edit Preferences >
About...

O Use the procedures outlined in the previous sections to select the data
descriptor foodAd1_dd.txt from the FileMaker Document Descriptor folder.
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FileMaker and the Data Descriptor

In order to link to a FileMaker database, the “D” and “F” field qualifiers must be
used in the data descriptor file. The “D” qualifier contains the database name;
the “F” qualifier contains the field name, as follows:

Product_Name[D"XIncatTutorial.fp5" F'Product Name"]

Note: the field name, as specified in the “F” qualifier, must exactly match the field
name as it appears in the database—in fact, if the field name used in the data
descriptor exactly matches that in the database, the “F” qualifier is not necessary.

Compare the data descriptor used in this section of the tutorial with the original
data descriptor, which linked only to the delimited text files (“=>” indicates a
tab).

The original data descriptor:

=>Ad_Nbr=>PagePosition[K]=>Prod_Nbr=>Product_Name=>Descr1=>Descr2
=>Descr3=>Size=>Price=> Unit=>Savings=>Pict_

And the revised Data Descriptor:

=>Ad_Nbr[D"XIncatTutorial.fp5" F"AdNumber"]|=>PagePosition[K D"XIncatTutorial.
fp5" F'"PagePosition"]=> Prod_Nbr[D"XIncatTutorial.fp5" F"ProductNumber"]=>Pr
oduct_Name[D"XIncatTutorial.fp5" F'Product Name"]=> Descr1[D"XIncatTutorial.
fp5" F'Description1"]=»Descr2[D"XIncatTutorial.fp5" F'Description2"]=>
Descr3[D"XIncatTutorial.fp5" F'Description3"]=>Size[D"XIncatTutorial.fp5" F"Size"]
=>Price[D"XIncatTutorial.fp5" F"Price"]=»Unit[D"XIncatTutorial.fp5" F"Unit"]=>Savi
ngs[D"XIncatTutorial.fp5" F"Savings"]=>Pict_[D"XIncatTutorial.fp5" F'Picturel"]

Updating Your Document With A New Found Set

In Tutorial 1 you learned how to upda te a document with a particular data
source, and then pick another data source and update the document again. You
can do the same kind of thing when directly connected to a database. The found
set can be quickly redefined, and based on the new found set your document
can be re-updated. In other words, you don’t have to change any key numbers
on the direct link fields. The process is just like the previous one to determine
your found set. Let’s do it right now.
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@ In the previous section we set up the data source and destination to point
to FileMaker. We're ready now to update the document from the existing
found set. Select Xcatalog/Update Document, and the document should
update based on the contests of the current found set.
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Turn Change Marks >
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Select Data Descriptor...
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Ignore Pictures
lgnore Hidden Layers

Select Data Destination >
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Close Data File
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@ Now were going to change the found set. Switch to FileMaker, and select
Find Mode from FileMaker’s View menu (or type command+F). Enter “2”
into the AdNumber field in the Find Mode layout, and press return or

enter.

View

v Browse Mode 3B

Find Mode SBF

Layout Mode 3L
Preview Mode 88U

View as Form

Vlimnar am 1 bme

30

'@’ FileMaker Pro File
r

Edi'

|| AdMumber

agePosition Produ.. F

2

The Ad 2 records become the found set.
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© Switch back to your Xpress document. Select Update Document from the
Xcatalog menu, and the document is updated.

Hide Data Linker
Hide Link Markers
Turn Change Marks
Clear All Links

Select Data Descriptor...

Select Data Descriptor Map  »

Ignore Pictures
lgnore Hidden Layers

Select Data Destination
Create Data...
Update Data...

Create Data File...
Open Data File...
Close Data File

C

Fdit Preferences
About...
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How does it do this? Remember, the key field being used here is the
PagePosition field, not the Product_Name field (and certainly not the found
set). Each entry has a unique PagePosition, and that’s what Xcatalog is using
to bring in the new found set.
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